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In this meeting, the speaker shared with the
audiencethe developmentandwork of theAnti-Venereal
Disease Office (AVDO) a the Socid Hygiene Service.
She al so emphasized the importance of being non-
judgmental and non-discriminating when caring for
commercia sex workers (CSWs).

The development of AVDO is summarized in
Tablel.

In the Social Hygiene Service, in order to
encourage attendance and compliance, CSWs are
granted "special register service". Thisservice offers
consultation and treatment that are free of charge;
require no referral; require no prior appointment; are
entirdy voluntary; arestrictly confidential, and provide
both clinicd and sexual health advice.

Apart from this, separaterooms are also available
for interviews for the sex worker. At regular routine
check, some or all of the following screening
invedigationsare performed, including: VDRL, HIV-
ADb, urethral and cervical amears and cultures, testfor
chlamydia-trachomatis, high vaginal swab, PAP smear
and chest X-ray. Individual counseling advisesCSWs
to increase their self-protection in risky behaviour,
remind them of theimportance of regular checksand
provideinformationon resourcesavailable.

Commercial sex workersattending Social Hygiene
Serviceare of different nationalities. They includeHong
Kong Chinese, Chinese, Thal, Filipino and Europeans.
They may beclassified according to their work location
asfollows:

Classification of sex workers and their
char acteristics

CSW in apartment
They providesex workerson site, through linkage
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Table 1. T he development of AVDO

Year Development

1879 Legalization of prostitution

1879-1906 Booming of CSW in Western District, HK

1928 First venereal disease clinicin Government
Civil Hospital

1928 Health visitors& social hygienevisitors
workingin venereal disease clinic

1935 Prohibition of prostitution

1950 An ordinanceto control the spreading of VDs.

VDsmust be reportedto the health authority
by medical practitionersfor proper
management

1960 VDswere no longer notifiable by law

with "Mafu" to escort CSWsfor providing sex services.
The manager intheapartment also cdlsin sex workers
for the clients. Condom is usually provided in the
apartment.

CSW inbrothel/one woman brothel

One or more than one girl per sitein thistype.
Majorities of these CSWsare local Chinese and some
areThai people. Mostof thevagind sex involvescondom
use. SomeThai CSWsprovide ord sexwith no condom
used.

Streetwalker

Streetwalker offer to provide sexual services to
potential clients at nearby villa. Theclientsare often of
lower social class and some are retired elderly. Most of
the streetwalkers are housewives or Thai with travel
document of older age. Condomislessfrequently used.

CSWinfinger presser/sauna
They provide sex serviceon site and they provide
madurbation and oral sex.

CSWin karaoke night club/dancing hall

Someof the CSW provide sex service withinthe
premise. Some do not provide sex srviceson-site, the
customers pick up girlsout to have sex.

Regular contact CSW
These group of CSWs work as part-time sex
worker.



Call girl
Call girlsare usually younger ageand arranged
by agent.

CSWin bar

Majorities of them are Thai and Filipino. They do
not provide sex service on-site, the customers pick up
girlsout to have sx.

Theattendance of sex workers at Socid Hygiene
Clinic from 1996 to 1999 areliged in Table2.

Outreachto sex workers

Oneof themost important duties of the AVDO is
toreach outto sex workers. Sources of working places
can be checked by newspaper advertisement and from
established index clients. Health visits are carried out
within normal hours, during the evening shiftand dso
at night time. Usually aletter of notification is sent or
priorarrangementismadebeforehand. Such visitsallow
thehealthworkersfrom AVDO to familiarize with the
actual working environment of CSWs. It providesan
opportunity forintroducing themselvesandtheservice
to theCSWs and for tracing of defaulter and contact.
Health education can alsobe givenon ste. Despitethese
efforts, CSWs on working places often refuse the
service.
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Other organizationsthat also contribute towards
the hedth of CSWsincludeAction for Reach Out, pu
A8, andRed Ribbon.

Table 2. Attendance of sex wor kers at Social Hygiene
Clinic from 1996 to 1999

Total attendances
(New, old, revisit)

Year Sex worker attendances

New old Total
1996 398 776 1174 5174
1997 383 775 1158 5167
1998 567 867 1434 5761
1999 540 957 1497 5732

L ear ning points:

Itis very important to be non-judgmental and non-
discriminating when caring for commercial sex
workers.
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